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Although it Is Mexico's hotrest esart region, Riviern Nayarit remams
resolutely old schonl While cager-to-please spots like Cancun and Los
Cabas go all our 1o present Mexico as a non-stop fiesta, Riviera Nayarit
plays it cay. Located just minutes from downtown Poerto Vallareds bus-
thine boardwalk and chockea-block beachfront hotels and resorts, the
vz of Riviern Nayasie maintain o lad-back wvibe, puncrosced with
Iy resoris and golden sand beaches fringed with Tush jungle. This
west coast region 1= chareterized for it many emall fishing villages and
fuerners who rravel to and from their fields on horseback along dusty
streets. The contrast of new and old, make Riviera Nayavic the perfect
place ro get a flavor of Mexican Tife toduy—and how it was back then.
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This 15 the most developed—und maost visited—town in the areq, if you
want 1o Jauneh vour exploration of the region from o lusurioss hoime
base, this is the place to start. And becawse all of the heachttont properties
lie along w three-mile stretch of crescent-shaped Bandews Bay, vou're all
but pusranteed 4 front-row beach chair for viewing the specracular
Picific Coast sunsefs.

The luxe all-inclusive Vallaeta Palace (palaceresortscom) resort
offers some inresesting touches. In addition o the complimentary mim-
bur featuring top-shell liquors, all rooms have o double Jacuzzi, Four
restaurants offer a choice of Brazilian, Asun, Mexiean or Talun cussine,
and you can catch @ different show in the seaside amphitheater nearly
every night. The clean, madern design of the Grand Velus All Saites &
Spa Resort (prandvelas.com) sets it aparr from the fiesta of colors tound
at many Mexican resorts,

Euch of the propertys 267 suires, which feature a privare terrace
overlooling the bay, is furnished with marble foors and teik furninge
and decorated it earth rones, Some are also putfitted with Jacurzis, The
jrorgeous s ofers the nlimare in one-on-one service fom the moment
you entet, Ope for the hydratherspy teatment in the heantifal wee oo,
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which fegrores o hot and cald plenge pool, warerfall and mini Jacuzz
desigmed just for legs and feer.

This sleepy town lies just 45 minutes up the const from Nuevi Vallarts
Forty years ago, Sayulitt was o collection of dusty streets woamed by
skanny, seemingly swnoerless neighborhosd dugs and chrckens, L thos
days, fishermen would go down w the bay early in the mormng o cass
thetr ners fram therr small, brightly colored boats. Bur in the fare 19605,
North American surfers began flocking to the area, attracted by the warm
witters and consistent waves yeac-nound, However, therr influence has
had little impact on Sayalir—which s not o sty vou won find yogs
studios, reiki practitioners and boutigues <elling everything from narive
folk urt to pricey jewelty. The streets, which veer sharply up mto the steep
sucrounding hills, e still cobblestore or dirt (o the June 1o Ocrobes
miny season they may become o bit muddy). And the beaches are bless-
edly free of crowds, Amenities are plentiful but for the mnst pare basie,
and the food i simple but fivst raze. I vou're a fan of seatood, particu-
lasly fish taens, vou've found heaven,

Céocs Bosana, lovated in the main ploza, 15 loved by residenss and
visttors altke for itz tasty breakfast (Freneh wast, bomenade mutting and
amzing coflee) and the namesule dessert, o froven banana dipped i
chacalate and topped wath coconut, granola and sprinkles,

If you fre of waree-hased thrills, head up to Rancho M1 Clapasrin
(michaparnticom) on the edge of twn, There yvou can sign up for o
horsebick tour throwigh the jungle ar up to the peak of nearby Monke
Mounrain, They also offer zip-line tours. The fantastie views will take
your breath saway,

While it's only eight miles from the rustic charms of Swyulita, the 1,500
aere gated community of Punta Min feels @ world away. 10 veor idea sfa



